
I read some depressing statistics from a church-wide study done recently. The study (The Christian
Post, September 10, 2009) surveyed 2,527 churches in America and found that less than half re-
ported growth of two percent or more in the past five years. Only 35 percent said they were spiri-
tually vital and alive. Only 19 percent reported excellent financial health.

That is a little discouraging, but as I keep in mind that the church is only a collection of Christians
like you and me, it is an encouragement for us to grow, witness, serve, encourage others, support
financially and to stay spiritually vital and alive. Our churches are just a reflection of us and as our
spiritual vitality, growth and contribution increases, so goes the church.

The early church continued steadfastly in the teaching of the apostle’s doctrine, fellowship, prayer
and breaking of bread. They were a connected group of contributors and the church flourished
because of it. This year, let us all make a new commitment to contribute as we connect in mean-
ingful ways. Find a place to connect so you can learn, care and serve and let’s prove those previ-
ously mentioned statistics wrong here at Hillcrest.

New 2010 Connection Opportunities:
- 6-8 week marriage class taught by Pastor Tim this Spring - Beth Moore study - Work groups

Meet our Intern: Sharon Van Winkle
There is a new face in the Hillcrest church office! We welcome Sharon Van Winkle as she will be
working with us for the next 6 months while finishing up her degree at Trinity Lutheran Seminary.

Words from Sharon:
If you see a little white-haired lady in worship or Bible study knitting a sock, it’s probably me. I’m a
knitting addict. With 34 people in my immediate family, I average two socks per week to handle my
Christmas gift list.

During my internship at Hillcrest Baptist Church, I’ll be trying out the ministry skills that I have
learned so far at seminary. My assignment is to work with the Vision Team to start a Connections
Ministry. The goal of the ministry is to invite visitors and members to HBC small groups, classes and
teams where they can be involved with others in caring, learning and serving.

One of my favorite Bible verses is Colossians 2:2: “My purpose is for them to be encouraged and
knit together by strong ties of love. I want them to have complete confidence that they understand
God's mysterious plan, which is Christ himself.” Paul is writing to the churches at Laodocia and Co-
lossae. He wants them to be united in love and confident in their faith in Christ. Although it’s a bit
comical to think of Paul with knitting needles in his hands, the picture of knitting different people in
Colossae together into a soft, colorful, strong piece cloth is a great illustration of what a church family
and community should be.

So, for the next six months I’ll try, like Paul, to knit folks together in love. I’ll be calling on you for
your ideas, advice and talents. Thanks for giving me this opportunity.
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